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CIVIL LIABILITY LEGISLATION AMENDMENT (CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE ACTIONS) BILL 2017 
Statement 

HON NICK GOIRAN (South Metropolitan) [5.35 pm]: I would like to make a few remarks about law reform 
for victims of child sexual abuse and indicate my pleasure that the legislation passed through our house earlier 
today. In particular, I acknowledge that the government was willing to amend its legislation and I congratulate the 
government for doing that. I also acknowledge the work undertaken by the Leader of the House to facilitate that. 
I take the opportunity to put on the record my thanks to all the members of the house for the way in which the 
Civil Liability Legislation Amendment (Child Sexual Abuse Actions) Bill 2017 was dealt with, and indicate that 
it has been an exercise over the last fortnight that has, in some respects, restored my faith in the effectiveness of 
our bicameral system. However, in the limited time that I have, I also want to express my disappointment that the 
government was not willing to amend section 3A of the Civil Liability Act 2002. Despite admitting that there is 
a problem, the government would not amend it to protect victims of child sexual abuse with respect to section 21 of 
the Criminal Injuries Compensation Act, thereby making it a virtual certainty that some victims will be worse off 
because of the legislation that we have passed this afternoon. Nevertheless, the government says that it wants the 
issue dealt with by way of a review of the Criminal Injuries Compensation Act. As I have indicated to members 
previously, that review has not yet started even though it was decided that it would commence in September last 
year and there are zero terms of reference at the moment. It was unfortunate that the government was not in 
a position to update the house on its position on the national redress scheme and that it has no current plans for 
a broader review of the Limitation Act. 
In summary, notwithstanding those few points of disappointment, I nevertheless was pleased to be able to support 
the bill, as my view is that some law reform for victims of child sexual abuse is better than none. I am sorry to 
those victims of child sexual abuse who will be worse off because of the legislation that we have passed. I plead 
with the government to accelerate its review of section 21 of the Criminal Injuries Compensation Act and to consult 
broadly and not simply give great weight to internal stakeholders and little weight to external stakeholders, in the 
event that it even allows there to be consultation with external stakeholders. I have one last request of the 
government. I ask that the government acknowledge the work done by Dr Graham Jacobs on the originating 
reforms and find some way possible to have him invited to witness the concluding phases of this law reform and 
possibly make a request to the Governor that, at her pleasure, he might be able to witness the assent of the bill. 
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